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December 17, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

DOcKErFILE COPYORIGINA1.

I am the Business Manager from Alliance Public Schools, and I would like to thank you for
your leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure that
all schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to
fully adopt the recommendations of the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that all schools - even the poorest· have
truly affordable access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the
services that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal
connections and Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn.

Currently all computers in Alliance Public Schools' five classroom buildings are on a local
area network. The district is in the process of connecting each of the buildings and the
Administration building through a Wide Area Network. The system will also be connected
to a T-1 line for Internet access. The State of Nebraska has enacted a zero percent lid on
spending for the 1997-98 school year and the continued ability to provide these
technological capabilities that enhance the education of our students will be greatly impaired
without some type of assistance.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I urge you to seize this
opportunity to bring 21 11 century learning to our school children.

Sincerely,

. ac'd INo. at copies r -_:.---
listABCDE

1604 SWEETWATER. ALliANCE, NEBRASKA. 69301-2599 • (308) 762-5475 • FAX: (JOB) 762-8249
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Board Members
PATRICIA J. CARMAN
MARY C. GANGI
SUE GRAHAM
ANTHONY F. IOVINO
MARYANNE LEHRER
MICHAEL B. RAPHAN
PHILIP G. STEINBERG

OCEANSIDE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

145 MERLE AVENUE, OCEANSIDE, N.Y. 11572
(516) 678-1226

Officers
MARY C. GANGI

President
MICHAEL B. RAPHAN

Vice President
M. PAGUARELLO

District Clerk
STEVEN B. GOLDSTEIN

Treasurer
ELLIOT Z. GARFINKEL, Ed.D.

Superintendent

UOCKET FILE COpyORIGINAL

December 1996

The Honorable Reed Huntd, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 814
Washington DC 20554

RE: CC DOCKET 96.45

Dear Chairman Huntd:

The Oceanside Board of Education and the school boards of
New York's Third Congressional District wish to thank you
for your leadership and the work of the Joint Board for
their strong decision to ensure that all schools will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

We respectfully urge the Federal Communications Commission
to fully adopt the recommendations of the Joint Board.

Sincerely,

(!~.

~ Gangi, President
Oceanside Board of Education

~r~
Congressional District

Representative



OCEANSIDE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
145 Merle Avenue

0ceaDside, New Yort 11572-2206

./:'0
C4t4/( ~

The Honorable Reed Huntd, Chairma~'~ ~~
Federal Communications Commi5~on ~Jr~
1919 MStreet, N. W., Room 8~~~ .~
Washington DC 20554 \,)tJ....... ,1/

t:::V

Jt t '.111,1'1"" I" t1,1,1' ,I,In

~

--

"



CHAIRMAN

SUSAN LANDIS ARKIN (6)
350 WHITE OAK CIRCLE
MAlTU'ND, FL 327151
HOME PH: 4S29-olS26

VICE CHAIRMAN

BERTON R. CARRIER (7)
2104 PALM CREST DRIVE
APOPKA, FL 32712
HOME PH: 889-9876

MEMBERS

LYDIA GARDNER (1)
520 CLAAeNDON AVENUE
WINTER PARK, FL 32789
HOME PH: 4S29-8228

UNOA H. SUTHERLAND (2)
1." MAPLEWOOD 0RtVI!!
ORLANDO, FL 32803
HOME PH: 888-7702

WAYNE RICKMAN (3)
2800 l1MBE!RLAKE DRIVE
ORLANDO. FL 32804S
HOME PH: 855-0294

W1WAM C. SPOONE (4)
2015 WOODY DRIVE
WINDERMERE, FL 34788
HOME PH: 290-2507

KAmE J. ADAMS (5)
2500 LAUDERDALE COURT
ORLANDO, FL 32805
HOME PH: 425-7314

DONALD SHAW

SECReTARY AND SUPERINTENDENT

December 17,1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman of the Federal

Communication Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school member from Orange County, Florida, and I would like
to thank you for your leadership and the leadership of the joint board for their
strong decision to ensure that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Super Highway. I urge the FCC to fUlly adopt the
recommendations of the joint board. The discount range of 20-90 percent
will ensure that all schools, even the poorest, have truly affordable access.
The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the services
that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on
internal connections and Internet access is equally vital and stands to bring
services directly to the classroom where students can learn.

We have invested many dollars in Orange County in our technology
plan and will continue to do so, but the discount that has been recommended
by the joint board would assist greatly in that endeavor.

As you move ahead in your deliberation in this important issue, I urge
you to seize this opportunity to bring the 21 st century learning to our school
children.

Sincerely,

d~ ci
Linda Sutherland
Orange County School Board Member

9bp229

c: The National School Boards Association
No. of Copies ree'c L
listABCOE ---t---

MEETINGS DATES
SECOND AND FOURTH TUESDAYS
EACH MONTH

P. O. BOX 271, ORlANDO, FLORIDA 32802 • (407) 317-3236
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MAIN OFFICE' 414-673·8950 • FAX 414-673-8943.
ATIENDANCE OFFICE' 414-673-8945
805 Cedar Street. Hartford. Wisconsin 53027

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

BUSINESS OFFICE' 414-673-8380 • FAX 414-673-8384
23 South Main Street. Hartford. Wisconsin 53027

DocKETFILE COpy0
'RIG/NAL

On behalf of Hartford Union High School District, I would like to thank you for your leadership
and the leadership of the Joint Board in your efforts to secure affordable access to
telecommunications services for schools. Although our school district has a strong commitment
to providing quality telecommunications educational opportunities for our students, the fiscal
requirements place a severe strain on our ability to do so. The support of the FCC is critical and
we urge full adoption of the recommendations of the Joint Board.

We support all of the recommendations of the Joint Board and believe these provisions give
schools the greatest amount of flexibility in deciding how to use discount dollars. We are
currently involved in a study of the creation of a distance education network within the school
districts in Washington County. Implementation of this network will benefit thousands of
students, but the initial cost and the ongoing operational costs have been problematic. These
proposed discounts will allow us to divert dollars currently being spent for Internet access to
cover the costs of infrastructure and operational costs of the distance education network.

If there is a true commitment to educational opportunities for all children and a desire to remain
competitive in a global market place, it is clear that the school districts must be supported in their
attempts to provide access to the Information Superhighway. The FCC should seize this
opportunity to insure the future of our country.

~~~~-'......-....-~e-----__

Richard A. Zi e
District Adminis

No. of Copies rec.'d-/-
ListABCDE

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORIPRINCIPAL
Richard A. Zimmerman
BUSINESS MANAGER
Frank R. Mastaw
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR
Sandra R. Smith
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
Donna L. Moll. Ph.D.

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPALS
Paul M. Cappoferri
Joseph C. Frinzi
Thomas E. Steiner
CQ..CURRICULAR DIRECTOR
John M. Grandine

BOARD OF EDUCAnON
Shirley A. Reis, President
Ralph E. Roethle, Vice-President
Crystal A. Berg, Clerk
Gerald W. Edwards, Treasurer
Peter F. Wilko Member



HARTFORD UNION HIGH SCHOOL

805 Cedar Street, Hartford, Wisconsin 53027

"Selaool Today,
Sueee.. Tonaorrow"

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554
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TOWN OF WEST POINT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
''The Environment for Excellence"

p.o. Box T, West Point, Virginia 23181

~~

K. JANE MASSEY-WILSON
Superintendent
(804) 843-4368

DocKETFILECOPYORIGINAL

December 18, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school superintendent for the West Point Public Schools and I would like to thank you for
your leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure that all schools
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt the
recommendations ofthe Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that all schools have affordable access. The
plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the services that work best for their
educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and Internet access is equally
vital and stands to bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.

I urge you to seize this opportunity to bring 21 st century learning to our students.

Sincerely,

J sey_w!;flJ---
Division uper~~:~\ent

/lkd
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EASTERN YORK SCHOOL DISTRICT

Cool Creek Road

P. O. Box 150

Wrightsville, PA 17368

717-252-1555

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE

Robert L. McGraw, D.Ed.
Superintendent

Susan S. Weeks, Ed.D.
A....'''''' Superinlendenl

DOcKETFiLE COPYORIGINAL

December 16, 1996

The HQnoxable Reed Hwdt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school board member from Eastern York School District, and I would like to thank you for your
leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure that all schools will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I urge the FCC to fully adopt the recommendations of
the Joint Board.

The discount range of 20 to 90 percent will ensure that all schools - even the poorest - have truly
affordable access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the services that work
best for their educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and Internet access is
equally vital and stands to bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.

Eastern York School District is presently in the process of establishing a WAN linking its five school
buildings. Shortly after that, Internet access will be available to all of our staff and students. Obviously,
service provider fees are a concern to us.

As you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I urge you to seize this opportunity to
bring 21st century learning to our schoolchildren.

Sincerely,

John Leaman
Legislative Liaison
Eastern York School Board

E.Y.S.D. follows a policy of nondiscrimination.

No. of COPies rr::c'c.._j. _
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CENTRAL

SUperintendent
of SChools

John R. O'Rourke

Board of Education

Debbie Crocker
President

James Metzler
Vice President

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington., D.C. 20554

Re: CC DooketNo. 96-45

Pittsford Board of Education
42 West Jefferson Road

Pittsford, New York 14534-1978

(716) 381-9940 Fax: (716) 381-2105

DOCKETF/fECOpyOR
- 1GlNAL

Timothy Henderson
Lawrence Kobrin

Kim McCluski
Nancy Reale
Alan Shaffer

Dfsf1ict SChools

Allen Creek
Elementary School

Jefferson Road
Elementary School

Mendon Center
Elementary School

Park Road
Elementary School

Thornell Road
Elementary School

Pittsford Middle School
Pittsford Mendon

High School
Pittsford Sutherland

HighSchool

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am a school board member from the Pittsford Central School District, and1would like to thank
you for your leadership and the leadership oftile Joint Board for their strong decision to ensure
that an schools will have affordable access to the Information SuperlUghway. Iurge the FCC to
fully adopt the recommendations ofthe Joint Board.

The discount range of20 to 90 percent will ensure all schools - even the poorest • have truly
affordable access. The plan is also very flexible and will empower schools to select the services
that work best for their educational mission. The inclusion ofdiscounts on internal connections
and Internal access is equally vital and stands to bring servi~ directly to the classroom where
students learn.

Pittsford Central School DKtrictlw; made a major otrort to incorporate technology into its
curriculmn. As I am sure you are aware of, this takes an enormous financial commitment in order
to stay up to date. It is a commitment we believe to be a wise investment for the future ofour
children and our nation. The recommendations ofthe Joint Board will do much to assist Pittsford
to prepare om students for the 21st Centmy.

Ai; you move ahead in your deliberation on this important issue, I wge you to seize this
opportunity to partner with school districts across this nation by bringing 21st century learning to
om schoolchildren.
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OhIo School _ Association
700 Brooksedge Blvd. • P.O. Box 6100 • Westerville, OH 43086-6100

(614) 891-6466 • (800) 589-6722 (Ohio only) • (614) 891-2834 (FAX)

December 16, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N;W~, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chainnan Hunt:

DOcKErFILE COpy
ORIGINAL

Thank you for your leadership and the leadership of the Joint Board for your decision to secure
affordable telecommunications rates for schools and libraries. The Ohio School Boards Association
urges the Federal Communications Commission to fully adopt the recommendations of the Joint Board
to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly
discounted rates.

Telecommunications costs continue to be a formidable barrier to establishing educational on-ramps to
the Information Superhighway. Ohio's schools are spending millions of dollars for computers,
software and teacher training. We must make every effort to make sure that ongoing access costs do
not become prohibitive. All schools and libraries need long-term discounts that are truly affordable,
flexible and offer choice in determining which services best meet each communities needs.

The plan is very flexible and will empower schools to select the services that work best for their
educational mission. The inclusion of discounts on internal connections and Internet access is vital and
stands to bring services to the classroom. Thank you for your attention to this matter of considerable
importance to all schools, classrooms, and libraries.

Sincerely,

~
Jeannette Oxender
Legislative Specialist

No. of Copies rec'd-f-
listABCDE

serving the public school leadership team
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December 19, 1996

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
OF SCHOOl. ADMINISTIW"ORS LEADERSHIP

FOR LEARNING

Federal Communications Commission
Attn. Federal State Joint Board
1919 M. St. NW
Washington, DC 20554

Docket Number 96-45

Dear Members of the Federal State Joint Board:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

The American Association of School Administrators supports the comments submitted by
the EDLINC coalition regarding the implementation of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. It is the strong feeling of our 15,000 members that the subsidy rate for all schools
should be based on the family income of the students enrolled in the school or school
district.

AASA understands that family income data cannot always come from the federal school
lunch program because not all schools participate. However, we do not want schools
located in high poverty areas that enroll few students who would qualify for the free and
reduced-cost lunches to unfairly benefit from the location of the building. Schools have a
variety of means to obtain family income data and we are sure all schools can comply with
the spirit and the letter of the proposed regulations.

Again, AASA thanks the Board for their initial proposal regarding this Act. Our members
stand ready to implement this law as soon as possible.

No. of Copies fec'd-l--
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1801 North Moore Street • Arlington, Virginia 22209
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East Meadow
School District

Established in 1814

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

December 16, 1996

DOCKET FILE COpyORIGINAl.

Re: CC Docket No 96-45

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554CHARLES GOLDBERG

CLEMENT GRIECO
GAIL JENSEN
DAVID KAPLAN
ROBERT KUSHNER
DR. RAYMOND A. McCLOAT
Superintendent of Schools Dear Chairman Hundt:

RONNIE FAUCI
President
DANIEL DICKMAN
Vice President

PAULSZlLVA

.~~~~~u:ARRINGTONThis letter is sent to you from the undersigned who comprise the School Board in the East
Board Secrelary/Districl Clerk Meadow Union Free School District in Nassau County, New York. We thank you for your
LAWRENCE W. REICH leadership and the leadership ofthe Joint Board for their commitment to insure that all schools
Allorney dwill have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. We urge the FCC to fully a opt

the recommendations ofthe Joint Board.

The discount range of 10 to 90 percent will enable all schools to have truly affordable access. The plan is
very flexible and will empower schools to select the services that work best for their educational mission. The ../"
inclusion of discounts on internal connections and Internet access is vital and promises to bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn.

Due to the high tax and moderate wealth characteristics of our school community, the East Meadow School
District would benefit greatly through this effort which substantially reduces the cost of installation and
ongoing fees for telecommunications and Internet services.

We urge you to implement this initiative to the benefit all of our school children.

Ronnie Fauci, President
Bo ofEducation

Sincerely,

~OJL--

lZilld~

Clement Grieco

W!~~~-
Robert Kushner No. of Copies rec'o J _

list ABCDE -{--

East Meadow School District· 101 Carman Avenue· East Meadow, NY 11554 • (516) 228-5200 • Fax (516) 228-5313
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